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Sir: 



This information disclosure statement is filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, and specifically: 

^ Mto ^mlteoffiling r national application; or date of entry of international application; or before 

mailing date of first office action on the merits; whichever occurs last). A copy of the corresponding European 
Search Report of Application No. 00106948.3 is enclosed. 

□ under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either a: 

□ Statement Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e), or 
n a $ 1 80.00 fee under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p), or 

(After the CFR 1 .97(b) time period, but before the final office action or notice of allowance, whichever 

occurs first) 

□ under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with a: 

□ Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e), and 

n a $180.00 petition fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p). 

(Filed after final office action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, but before payment of the 
issue fee) 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $ . Please charge to deposit account ^ ^^^ 

pendency of this application, please charge any fees required to Deposit Account pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. The 

Commissioner is hereby requested to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 

R71 a nnlirantM suhmit herewith Form PTO 1449 - Information Disclosure Citation together with copies of 
CFR 1.56. As required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a), a legible copy of each document is provided. 



□ Aconciseexplana^ 

I dted I I seaTh ^ report or other action by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application an English 
langtage ^ers^ the'selh report or action which indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office ,s listed 
on the form PTO 1449 and is enclosed herewith. 

™ f . lnwino rioht<; are reserv ed by the Applicant(s): the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 

to offer. 



This statement should not^construed as a representation that an exhaustive search has been made, or that 
information more material to the examination of the present application does not exist. The Examiner is specfically requested 
rf^reTy solely on the materials submitted herewith. The Examiner is requested to conduct an independent and thorough 
review of the documents, and to form independent opinions as to their significance. 

It is requested that the information disclosed herein be made of record in this application and that the Examiner initial and 
return a copy of the enclosed PTO-1449 to indicate the documents have been considered. 
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